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| [ HE following Rxrctctions on War, were written 
by the Rev. WILLIAM LA za Divine juſtly diſtinguiſhed for 
his devotional writings, and more particularly his szAIOUus 
CALL TO a DEVOUT LIFE, and his treatiſe on HRISTIAN 
PERFECTION, His abilities, learning, and piety, have not 
only drawn forth the encomiums of Chriſtians, but of In. 
Kdels. The late Mr. G1zz0n, after ſome juſt criticiſms 
on Mr, Law's myſtic fancies, ſpeaking of his sxxlovs 
_ CALL, adds“ His precepts are rigid but they are founded 
© on the goſpel; his ſatire is ſharp, but it is drawn from . 
ee the knowledge of human life; and many of his Portraits 
* Are not unworthy of the pen of La Bruyere. Iſ he finds 
« a ſpark af piety in his reader's mind, he will ſoon kin- 
c dle it to a flame; and a Philoſopher muſt allow, that he 
© expoſes with equal ſeverity and truth, the ſtrange con- 
©< tradition between the faith and practice of the chriſtian 
„„. world.“ r b ; | 
Although the following Reflections have already ap- 
peared in the CamMBRTIDGE INTELLIGENCER, and other Pub- 
ications, I am firmly perſuaded. they deſerve a till more 
extenſive circulation. They are particularly recommen- 5 
ded to the ferious conſideration of thoſe who think chrife 
tianity ſomething more than a name, or a mere ſtate engine. 
If they have the ſame effect on others, as they have had on 
myſelf, they will lead to the moſt ferious reſſections on the 
prefent awful degeneracy of the chriſtian world, and to 
the melancholy concluſion, that however chriſtian nations 
and churches may be diftinguiſhed,or whatever may be the 
profeſſions of their reſpective members, they have yet made 
bur little progreſs in the fpirit of chriſtianity, and that, to 
adopt the emphatic language of our Authof— TEX ALL 
WANT ONE AND THE SAME ENTIRE REFORMATION, | 
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55 the darkeſt ages of Romiſh ſuperſtition, a 
martial ſpirit of zeal and glory for the goſpel, 
broke forth in kings, cardinals, biſhops, monks, and 
friars, to lead the ſheep of Chriſt, ſaints, pilgrims, 
enitents, and ſinners. of all kinds, to proceed in 
bats array, to kill, devour, and drive the Turks 
from the land of Paleſtine, and the old earthly Je- 
ruſalem. Theſe blood-thirſty expeditions were 
called holy wars, becauſe it was fighting for the 
holy land; they were called alſo Croiſades, be- 
caule croſſes and crucifixes made the greateſt glitꝰ 
ter amongſt the ſharpened inſtruments ot human 
murder. Thus under the banner of the <crols, 
went forth an army of church wolves, to deſtoy 
the lives of thoſe, whom the Lamb of God died on 
the rel te are., „ 3. 
The light which broke out at the reformation; 

4 abhorred the bloody ſuperſtitious zeal of theſe ca- 
tholic heroes. But mark, What followed from 
this new-riſen, reſorming light, What came 
forth inſtead of theſe ho Cola ades? Why wars, 

if poſlible, ſtill more diabolical. Chriſtian king 
doms with blood-thirſty ' piety, deſtroying, de- 
veuring, and burning one another, for the ſake 
of that which was called popery, and that which: 
was called proteſtantiſm.  _ _ 5 
Now who can help ſeeing, that Sarax, the 
prince of the powers o darknefs, had here a much 
greater triumph over Chriſtendom, than in the 


8 4 


— 
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Holy-wars, and Croiſades that went before? For 
all that was then done, by ſuch high-ſpirited fight- 
ers for old Jeruſalem's earth, could not be ſaid to 
beſo much done againſt goſpel light, becauſe not 
one in a thouſand of thoſe holy warriors, were al- 
jowed to ſee what was in the goſpel. But now, 
with the goſpel opened in every one's hands, pa- 
piſts and proteſtants make open war 8865 ever 


divine virtue that belonged to Chriit, or whic 


can unite them with that Lamb of Gov, that taketh 
away the ſins of the world: —l ſay againſt every 
divine, redeeming virtue of the Lamb of Gov, for 
theſeare the enemies which chriſtian war conquers: ' 
for there is not a virtue of goſpel goodneſs, but 
has its death blow from it: - for no virtue hath 
any goſpel 4 gr in it any farther, than as it 
Hath its birth, and growth, in and from the ſpirit 
of Chriſt ; where his nature and ſpirit is not, 


there is nothing but the heathen to be found, 


which is but ſaying the ſame truth, as when the 


Apoſtle faid, that he who hath not, or is not le 
| by. the Spirit of Chriſt, is none of his. 52 


Now fancy to yourſelf, Cnxisr TE Lams or 
Gop, after bis divine ſermon on the mount, put- 
ph Sag bh at the head of a blood-thirſty army 3 
or Sr. PAUL geing forth with a ſquadron of fire 
and brimſtone, to make more havock in human lives, 
ithan-a devouring earthqnake!* 

But if this be too blaſphemous an abſurdity to. 
be ſuppoſed, what follows, but that the chriſtian 
who acts in the deſtroying fury of war, acts in full 
Eontrariety to Wie. whole nature and fpirit of 
Chriſt, and can no more be {aid to be led by his 
ſpirit, or be one with him, than thoſe his enemies, 


4 ee with ſwords and ſtaves for to take 
im. ä f 19 ; SIT > 177 { , 28 IE 8 


Blinded proteſtants think they have the glory of 
faughtering blind papiſts; and the victorious pa- 
pt claims the merit of having conquered troops 
f heretics ; but alas! the conqueſt is equally 
great on both ſides, both are entitled to the ſame _ 
| Ictory and the glorious victory on both ſides, is 
e N only 


. 8 \ 


e LD 
only that of having trampled goſpel goodneſs 


equally under their feet. Mn Oe 
When a moſt-chriſtian majeſty with his catholic: 
church, {ings a Te Dev, at the high altar, for ri- 
vers of protèſtant blood poured out; or an evange- 
lical church ſings praiſe and glory to the Lamb of 
Gov for helping them from his holy throne in 
heaven, to make popith towns like Sodom and Go- 
morrah, they blaſpheme God, as much. as Cain 
would have done, had he offered a facrifice of 
praiſe to God, for helping him to murder his bro- 
ther, Let ſuch worthippers of Gop be told, that 
the field of blood gives all its glory to Satan, who. 
was a murderer from the beginning, and who will 
to the end of his reign, be the only receiver of all 
the glory that can come from we ee ee 
A glorious Alexander in the heathen world, is 
a thaine and reproach to human nature, and does 
more miſchief to mankind in a few years, than all 
the wild beaſts in every wildernels upon earth, 
have ever done from the beginning of the world 
to this day. But the ſame hero making the ſame 
ravages from country to country with chriſtian 
ſoldiers, bas more thanks from the devil, than 
twenty Pagan Alexanders would ever have had, 
—To make men kill men, is meat aud drink to 
that roaring. adverſary of mankind, who goeth 
about ſeeking whom he may devour. But to 
make chriſtians kill chriſtians for the ſake of 
Chriſt's church, is his higheit triumph over the 
higheſt mark, which Chriſt hath ſet upon thoſe 
whom he hath purchaſed by his blood, —7hjs cm- 
mandment, ſaita he, I give unte you, that ye lobe 
one another. By this ſhall all men know that ye 
are my diſciples, if ye love one another as { have 
loved ,, 3 dt oy Ins 
Can the duelliſt, who would rather ſheathe his 
{word in the bowels of his brother, than Rific that 
which he calls an affront,—Can he be ſaid to have 
this mark of his belonging to Chriſt ? and may riot 
he that is called his ſecond, more juſtly be ſaid to 
be ſecond to none in the love of human murder? 
| | ee Tu Tenn e 


Now what is the difference between the haugh 
duelliſt with his provided ſeeond, meeting his ad- 
verſary with {word and piſtol behind a hedge, or 
a houſe, and two kingdoms with their high ſpi- 
rited regiments, flaughtering one another in the 
field of battle? It is the difference that is between 
the murder of one man, and the murder of an 
Hundred thouſanllL! | | | 
Now imagine the duelliſt faſting and confeſſing 
his ſins to God to day, becaule he is engaged to 
fight his brother to-morrow ; fancy again the con- 
ueror got into his cloſet, on his bended knees, 
lifting up his hands and heart to God, 1 
his Weapons with the death of his brother; and 
then you have a picture in /ztt/e, of the great pi- 
ety, that begins and ends the wars all over hea- 
venly chriſtendom. | 
What blindneſs can well be greater, than to 
think that a chriſtian kingdom as ſuch, can have 
any other goodnefs, or union with Chriſt, bur 
that very goodneſs, which makes the private, 
chriſtian to be one with him, and a partaker of the 
divine nature? Or that pride, wrath, ambition, 
_ envy, covetouineſs, rapine, reſentment, revenge, 
hatred, miſchief, and murder, are only the works 
of the devil, whilſt they are committed by private, 
or Aingle men; but when carried on by all the 
Atrength and authority, all the hearts, hands, voi- 
ces of a whole nation, that the devil is then quite 
driven out of them, loſes all his right and power 
in them, and they become holy matter of church 
thankſpiving, and the ſacred oratory of pulpits. 
The temporal miſeries and wrongs, which war 
carries along with it, wherever it goes, are nei- 
ther to be numbered nor expreſſed. What thie- 
very bears any proportion to that, which with the 
. boldneſs of drum and trumpet, plunders the inno- 
cent of all that they have? And if themſelves are 
left alive, with all their limbs, or their daughters 
unraviſhed, they have many times, only the aſhes 
of their conſumed houſes to lie down upon.—Whar 
honour has war not gotten, for its tens of N 
* | ands, 
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ſands, hundreds of thouſunds and wiutions of men 
| {laughtered on heaps, with as little regret or con- 
cern, as at loads ot rubbiſh thrown into a pit? 
—Who but the fiery dragon, would put wreaths 
of laurel on ſuch heroes heads? Who but he 
could ſay unto them, Mell done good and faith- 
ful ſervants ! . 8 
But there is ſtill an evil of war much greater, 
though leſs regarded. Who reflects, how many 
hundreds of thouſands, nay millions of young 
men, born into this world for no other end, but 
that they may be born again of Chriſt, and from 
ſons of Adam's miſery, become ſons of Gop, and 
fellow heirs with Chriit in everlaſting glory 3 who 
reflects, I ſay, what nameleſs numbers of theſe, 
are robbed of God's precious gift of life to them 
before they have known the one fole benefit of 
living; who ate not ſuffered to ſtay in this world, 


= ill age and experience have done their beſt for 


them, have helped them to know the inward voice 
and operation of God's ſpirit, helped them to find, 
and feel that evil, curſe, and ſting of ſin and death, 
which muſt be taken from within them, before 


B they can die the death of the righteous ; but in- 


Read of all this, have been either violently forced, 
or tempted in the fire of youth, and full ſtrength 
of ſinful luſts, to forget God, eternity, and their 
own ſouls, and ruſh into a * or be Killed, with 
as much furious haſte; and goodneſs of ſpirit, as 
51 kills tyger for the ſake of his prey. | 
Look now at warring Chriſtendom, what ſmall- 
eſt drop of pity towards ſinners is to be found in 
it? Or how could a ſpirit all hetliſh, more fully 
contrive to haſten their deſtruction?—lt ſtirs up 
and kindles every paſſion of fallen nature, that is 
contrary to the a I „all- meek, all-loving, all- 
forgiving, all-ſaving ſpirit of Chriſt.—It unites, it 
drives and compels, nameleſs numbers of unconvert- 
ed ſinners to fall, murdering and murdered amongſt 
flaſhes of fire, with the wrath and ſwiftneſs of light- 
ning, into a fire infinitely worſe than that in which 
they died - Oh fad ſubject for thankſgiving days, 
| | whether 


E 


whether in popiſh, or proteſtant churches ! For 
if there is a joy of all the angels in heaven, for one 
{inner that repenteth, what a joy muſt there be in 
hell over ſuch multitudes of 8 not ſuffered 
to repent? And if they who have converted many 
to righteouſneſs, ſmall ſhine as the ſtars in the fin- 
mament for ever, what Chorazin's woe may they 
not juſtly fear, whole proud wrath and vain glory, 
have robbed ſuch numberleis troops of poor 
wretches, of all time and place of knowing what 
righteouſneſs they wanted, for the ſalvation of 
their immortal fouls. . | 

For the glory of his Majeſty's arms, ſay Chrif- 
tian kings! Now if at the time, their a e 
had called a ſolemn aſſembly to unite hearts and 
voices in this pious prayer, “ O bleſſed Je'us, dear 
„ redeeming Lamb of Gev, who cameſt down 
„from heaven, to ſave men's lives, and not to de- 
« firoy them, go along we humbly pray thee, with 
* our bomb-veſlels and fire-ihips, fuffer not our 
& thundering cannon to roar in vain, but let thy 
« tender hand of love and mercy, direct their balls 
& to more heads and hearts of thine own redeemed 
& creatures, than the poor ſkill of man is able of 
«© 1t{elf to do. - Had not fuch prayers had more 
of the man ef the earth, more of the {or of perdi- 
tion in them, than the moſt chriſtian king's glory- 

ing in his arms? | 
Again, would you farther ſee the fall of the uni- 
ver ſal church, from being led by the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, to be guided by the inſpiration of the 
great fiery dragon, look at all European Chriſten 
dom ſailing round the globe, with fire and ſword, 
and every murdering art, to ſeize the poſſeſſions, 
and kill the inhabitants of both the Indies. What 
natural right of man, what fuper-natural virtue 
which Chriit brought down from heaven, was not 
here trodden under foot? All that you ever read 
or heard of heathen barbarity, was here outdone 
by chriſtian conquerors. And to this day, what 
wars of chriſtians againſt chriſtians, blended with 
fſealping heathens, ſtill Keep ſtaining the earth 87-3 
vg | the 


C8] 
the ſeas with human blood, for a miſerable ſhare 
in the ſpoils-of a plundered heathen world! A 
world, which ſhould have heard or ſeen, or felt 
| nothing trom the followers of Chriſt, but a divine 
love, that had forced them from diſtant lands, and 
| through the perils of long ſeas, to viſit ſtrangers 
with thoſe glad tidings of peace and falvation to 
all the world, which angels from heaven, and 
> ee on earth, proclaimed at the. birth of 
Chriſt. 7 „ 
But the wiſdom of this world hath aſked me, 
how it is poſſible for chriſtian kingdoms in the 
{neighbourhood of one another, to preſerve them- 
ſelves, unleſs the ſtrength and weapons of war, 
are every one's defence againſt ſuch invaſions, in- 
croachments and robberies, as would otherwiſe be 
the fate of chriſtian kingdoms from one another. 
This queſtion is fo far from needing to be an- 
ſwered by me, that it is wholly on my ſide: it con- 
feſſes all, and proves all that I have ſaid of the 
fallen ſtate of chriſtendom, to be ſtrictly true, 
For if this is the governing ſpirit of Chriſtian 
kingdoms, that no one can ſubſiſt in ſafety from its 
neighbouring chriſtian kingdoms but by its weas 
ons of war, are not all chriſtian kingdoms equally 
in the lame unchriſtian ſtate, as two neighbouring 
bloody knaves, who cannot be ſafe from one anos» 
ther, but as each other's murdering arms preſerve. 
and protect them? This plea therefore for Chriſ- 
tendom's wars, proves nothing elſe but the want 
of chriſtianity all over the chriſtian world; and 
ſtands upon no better a foundation of righteoul- 
nels and goodneſs, than one murdering knave 
killing another, that would have killed him. 
But to know whether chciſtianity-wants, or ads 
mits of war, chriſtianity is to be conſidered as in 
its right ſtate. Now the true ſtate of the world 
termed chriſtian, is thus deſcribed by the great 
golpel-prophet, who ſhewed what a change it was 
to make in the fallen ſtate of the world. It ſhall 
come to pals, faith he, in the laſt days, that is in 
the days of chriſtendom, that the mountain Y _ 
; | x : - Lora s 
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Lord's haufe (his eſtabliſhed kingdom) ſhall be efta- 


bliſhed in the lop of the mountains, and all nations 
hall flow into it: und many people ſhall ſay, let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord's houſe, and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths. Iſa. ii. 2. 3. ER | 
Now what follows from this going up of the na- 
tions to the mountain of the Lord's houſe, from 
his teaching them of his ways, and their walking 
in his paths? The holy prophet expreſsly tells 
you in his following a hey ſhall beat their 
fwords into plough-ſhares, and their ſpears into 
pruning-hooks : nation ſhall not lift up ſword 
3 againſt nation, [N. B.)] neither ſhall they learn 
|| war any more.—This is the Prophet's true chriſ- 
$ tendom, with one and the ſame eflential divine 
4 mark ſet upon it, as when the Lamb of God ſaid, 
2 by this ſhall all men know, that ye are my diſci- 
2 ples, if ye love one another as I have loved you. 
3 | — Chriſt's kingdom of God is no where come, but 
5 where the works of the devil are deſtroyed, and 
4 men are turned from the power of ſatan unto God. 
1 God is only another name for the higheſt and only 
|: good ; and the higheſt and only good means no- 
(| thing elle but /ove with all its works, Satan is 
j only another name ſor the whsle and al} of evil, 
1 and the whole of evil is nothing elſe but its whole 
. contrariety to love: —and the ſum total of all 
contrariety to love, is contained in pride, wrath, 
ſtrife, ſelf, envy, hatred, revenge, miſchief, and 
murder. Look at theſe, with all their fruits that 
belong to them, and then you ſee all the princely 
power that ſatan is, and has, in this fallen worid. 
Would you fee when and where the kingdoms 
of this fallen world are become a kingdom of God, 
the goſpel prophet tells you, that it is then and 
there where all enmity ceaſeth.—The wolf, faith 
he, /hall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard ſhall 
lie down with the kid, The calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child 
Shall lead them. The cow and the bear ſhall feed, 
and their young ones ſball lie down together, _ 
5 i tne 
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ihe lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the ox. The ſucking” 
child ſhall play on the hole of the aſp, and the 


ions weaned child ſhall pat his hand on the cockatrice's 
+ us Eden :—for, (N. B.) they ſhall not hurt or deſtroy 

1 he in all my holy mountain, that is, throughout all holy 

his chriſtendom. Ifai. xi. 6. | 

See here a kingdom of God on the earth; it is 
na- nothing elſe but a kingdom of mere love, where 
rom all hurt and deſtroying is done away, and every 
ting work of enmity changed into one united power of 
tells Mrecigning love: the prophet tells you, it is becauſe 
heir Min the day of his kingdom, the earth ſhall be full 
; of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 


the ſea: Therefore, O Chriſtendom! thy wars 
-arn are thy certain proof, thou art all over 4s full 
1rif- f an ignorance of God, as the waters cover the 
vine B/ <7 - . 

aid, As to the preſent fallen ſlate of univerſal chriſ- 
:/>;. tendom, working under the ſpirit and power of 
you, the great fiery dragon, it is not my intention, in 
but Many thing I am here upon, to. ſhew how any part 
and of it can ſubſiſt, to preſerve itſelf from being de- 
309,  voured by every other part, but by its own dragon 
only Weapons. 1 . 
hos But the chriſtendom which I mean, that neither 
n is wants, nor allows of war, is only that where Chriſt 
-vil, Mis king, and his holy ſpirit the only governor of 
hole the wills, affections, and deſigns of all that belong 
all to it.—lt is my complaint againſt, and charge upon 
ath, Nr the nations of Chriſtendom, that this neceſſity 
and I of murdering arms, is the dragon's monſter, that 
that MW is equally brought forth by 2 every part of 
cely fallen Chriſtendom; and that therefore all and 
14. every part, as well popiſh as proteſtant, are at one 
oms and the fame diſtance from the ſpirit of their Lord 
30d, and Saviour the Lamb of God, and therefore aL 
and WANT oNE AND THE SAME ENTIRE REFORMATION }. 
aith | 5 5 
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